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A Word from the President

“Collaboration” and “partnership”
are words you hear frequently
at Erikson—and here they
aren't just buzzwords.

Just as we teach that relationships form the critical context for a
child’s development, we also believe that they are vital to our
success. Alone, our impact is limited. Working together with
social service agencies, schools, colleges, hospitals, and mu-
seums channels our knowledge of healthy child development
to the community, where it can make a real difference. What's
more, these connections immeasurably enhance our academic
programs with real-world exposure and practical experience.
We're pleased and proud that a growing number and range of
organizations are seeking to collaborate with us.

Equally important are the foundations, corporations, and
individual donors who share our passion for giving children a
better startinlife, and back it up with dollars. In a very real sense,
these donors are true partners in our work, helping us grow and
reach more students, professionals, children, and families.

Because these partnerships are at the heart of our
work—and our success—we felt they should also be at the core
of this newsletter. That's why we've redesigned and renamed
this publication, to better reflect our shared commitment to us-
ing knowledge in the service of children. Along with all the news
found in its forerunner, Erikson Today, each issue of In the Service
of Children will highlight ways that all segments of the Erikson
community—faculty, students, alumni, and supporters—are
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Honors Galore

Several members of the Erikson community have
won honors and recognition recently, and we couldn't
be prouder.

Project Match founder and director Toby Herr, ’82, a
senior research associate and Erikson trustee, received
the Champion of Public Interest Award from Business and
Professional People for the Public Interest. The award
recognizes her accomplishments through Project Match,
a community-based employment program.

Luisiana Meléndez, ’95, a Ph.D. student and in-
structor in the Bilingual/ESL program, has been selected
as one of nine fellows in a national leadership program
that prepares Latinos for successful faculty careers in
higher education.

Laura Hansen, 99, has been named Citizen of the
Year by the Northeastern District of [llinois Chapter of the
National Association of Social Workers. For 30 years she
has worked with families in this region to help prevent
poor outcomes for their children. She is currently direc-
tor of community partner support at Action for Children.

Jamilah Jor’dan, ’93, and Frank Gettridge, ’05,
have been elected vice president and member at large,
respectively, of the National Association for the Education
of Young Children Governing Board.

Ziomara Perez, a master’s degree student in the Boe-
ing cohort, won a 2006 Golden Apple Award for Teach-
ing. Jane Stenson, ’85, was also among 30 finalists for
the award, which honors excellence in prekindergarten
through third grade classrooms. A total of 850 teachers
from Cook, Lake, and DuPage counties were nominated
for 10 awards presented in March.

Perez and Pamela Staples, amaster’s student in child
development, were named finalists for the 2006 Kohl Mc-
Cormick Early Childhood Teaching Awards. They were
among 22 early childhood teachers throughout Chicago
recognized for their dedication, innovation, leadership,
respect for children and families, and commitment to
professional growth.

Welcome Aboard

Erikson welcomes these new trustees, who bring vital
energy and experience to our board.

Mary Laraia

Group Senior Vice President,
Community and Sustainable
Development, LaSalle Bank

Mitchell J. Lederer
Partner
Brand Capital, LLC

Jeff Shinall
Category Manager
Crate & Barrel

Eve Tyree
Civic leader

Patricia R. Walsh
Social Worker
St. Vincent de Paul Center

Not pictured:

At graduation ceremonies on May 20,
President Meisels presented honorary
doctorates to Harriet Meyer, (left)
president of the Ounce of Prevention
Fund, and Evelyn K. Moore, cofounder
and president of the National Black Child
Development Institute. Sixty-one happy
graduates also received their diplomas
and the traditional rose.
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