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Just as we teach that relationships form the critical context for a 
child’s development, we also believe that they are vital to our 
success. Alone, our impact is limited. Working together with 
social service agencies, schools, colleges, hospitals, and mu-
seums channels our knowledge of healthy child development 
to the community, where it can make a real difference. What’s 
more, these connections immeasurably enhance our academic 
programs with real-world exposure and practical experience. 
We’re pleased and proud that a growing number and range of 
organizations are seeking to collaborate with us.

Equally important are the foundations, corporations, and 
individual donors who share our passion for giving children a 
better start in life, and back it up with dollars. In a very real sense, 
these donors are true partners in our work, helping us grow and 
reach more students, professionals, children, and families.

Because these partnerships are at the heart of our 
work—and our success—we felt they should also be at the core 
of this newsletter. That’s why we’ve redesigned and renamed 
this publication, to better reflect our shared commitment to us-
ing knowledge in the service of children. Along with all the news 
found in its forerunner, Erikson Today, each issue of In the Service 
of Children will highlight ways that all segments of the Erikson 
community—faculty, students, alumni, and supporters—are 
reaching out and working together to improve the lives of chil-
dren and families.

This debut issue contains some shining examples. The 
cover story tells how a relationship that started with intern place-
ments at the Children’s Place Association grew into a consult-
ing project that has real promise for preventing HIV infections 
in infants. Another story details how two students collaborated 
with Professor Linda Gilkerson to launch a project that provides 
much-needed family relationship therapy to parents with young 
children in foster care.

This debut issue also contains our annual report, which 
acknowledges the hundreds of individuals, organizations, com-
panies, and foundations that supported us in 2004–05. We are 
deeply grateful; we couldn’t do what we do without you. 

Samuel J. Meisels 
President

A Word from the President News

“Collaboration” and “partnership”  
are words you hear frequently  
at Erikson—and here they  
aren’t just buzzwords. 

Call it “Mike at the mic in the eve-
ning”: With ESPN sportscaster Mike 
Greenberg acting as master of cere-
monies, more than 600 guests dined, 
danced, and bid record amounts at 
Erikson’s annual black-tie gala at 
the Museum of Science and Industry 
May 13. Cochaired by Shawn and 
Lewis Ingall and Linda and Tom 
Heagy, the ball featured both live 
and silent auctions.

The live auction sparked more 
than one bidding war over choice 
items like tickets to the NBA All-Star 
Game in Las Vegas and a dinner for 
10 prepared by famed chef Charlie 
Trotter. Greenberg did the honors 
as auctioneer, skillfully spurring the 
bidding to new heights and raising 
the auction’s total take to more than 
$125,000 and the evening’s totals to 
more than $800,000.

John W. Rowe, chairman, presi-
dent, and chief executive officer of 
Exelon Corporation, received the 
Spirit of Erikson Institute Award 
for his numerous contributions to  
children and families in metropoli-
tan Chicago. 

“Exelon and its board recognize 
that we can’t move our company 
forward without moving the people 
of Chicago forward. The health of 
Exelon depends on the health and 
education of the Chicago commu-
nity,” Rowe told the crowd. “None 
of us has the perfect recipe for im-

provements in those areas, but one 
of the key ingredients is early care 
and education. Erikson has it right by 
focusing on the earliest years. We at 
Exelon are committed to education 
and we share Erikson’s mission. It is 
an honor to accept this award from 
Erikson Institute.”

Many people contributed to the  
success of the event, but chief among 
them are the ball’s individual and cor-
porate partners: Susan and Richard 
Kiphart, Exelon, LaSalle Bank, Ameri-
can Airlines, U.S. Equities Realty, and 
Napleton Cadillac, as well as all the 
committee members and merchants 
who supported the event with their 
energy and generous donations.
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Prism Ball Sets New Fundraising Record
Spirit of Erikson Institute Award 
recipient John W. Rowe and his wife, 
Jeanne, enjoy a moment with  
President Meisels.

Prism Ball cochairs Linda Heagy (right) 
and Lewis and Shawn Ingall and M.C. 
Mike Greenberg greet guests. The  
ESPN sportscaster led a live auction  
with record-setting results.

Liberian president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
got a close look at school reform and  
met with the students who benefit when 
she visited Williams School May 9. She  
toured the school during a visit to 
Chicago as the guest of Mayor Richard 
J. Daley. Erikson led the effort to reopen 
and transform the once-failing school.
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The Joseph and  
 Bessie Feinberg Foundation 

made an unrestricted gift  
of $25,000.

Forest City Enterprises  
 Charitable Foundation and  
 Albert B. Ratner  

made an unrestricted gift  
of $25,000.

Grand Victoria Foundation   
renewed its support of professional 
development programs serving the 
western Chicago suburbs with a 
grant of $65,000 for 2006–07. 

The Harris Family  
 Foundation 

gave $50,000 to support  
academic programs.

The Topfer Family  
 Foundation 

granted $25,000 to the Fussy  
Baby Network.

The U.S. Department  
 of Justice 

awarded $100,000 to support the 
Herr Research Center for Children 
and Social Policy.

The Walden W. and  
 Jean Young Shaw Foundation 

gave $100,000 to support  
academic programs.

thank 
you!

Erikson gratefully acknowledges 
these recent gifts and grants. 
With this vital support, we are 
improving the lives of more 
children and families in Chicago 
and beyond.

Erikson welcomes these new trustees, who bring vital 
energy and experience to our board.

Welcome Aboard
Several members of the Erikson community have 
won honors and recognition recently, and we couldn’t  
be prouder. 

Project Match founder and director Toby Herr, ’82, a 
senior research associate and Erikson trustee, received 
the Champion of Public Interest Award from Business and 
Professional People for the Public Interest. The award 
recognizes her accomplishments through Project Match, 
a community-based employment program.

Luisiana Meléndez, ’95, a Ph.D. student and in-
structor in the Bilingual/ESL program, has been selected  
as one of nine fellows in a national leadership program 
that prepares Latinos for successful faculty careers in 
higher education.

Laura Hansen, ’99, has been named Citizen of the 
Year by the Northeastern District of Illinois Chapter of the 
National Association of Social Workers. For 30 years she 
has worked with families in this region to help prevent 
poor outcomes for their children. She is currently direc-
tor of community partner support at Action for Children.

Jamilah Jor’dan, ’93, and Frank Gettridge, ’05, 
have been elected vice president and member at large, 
respectively, of the National Association for the Education 
of Young Children Governing Board.

Ziomara Perez, a master’s degree student in the Boe-
ing cohort, won a 2006 Golden Apple Award for Teach-
ing. Jane Stenson, ’85, was also among 30 finalists for 
the award, which honors excellence in prekindergarten 
through third grade classrooms. A total of 850 teachers 
from Cook, Lake, and DuPage counties were nominated 
for 10 awards presented in March. 

Perez and Pamela Staples, a master’s student in child 
development, were named finalists for the 2006 Kohl Mc-
Cormick Early Childhood Teaching Awards. They were 
among 22 early childhood teachers throughout Chicago 
recognized for their dedication, innovation, leadership, 
respect for children and families, and commitment to 
professional growth.

Honors Galore

At graduation ceremonies on May 20, 
President Meisels presented honorary 
doctorates to Harriet Meyer, (left) 
president of the Ounce of Prevention 
Fund, and Evelyn K. Moore, cofounder 
and president of the National Black Child 
Development Institute. Sixty-one happy 
graduates also received their diplomas 
and the traditional rose.

Tiles created by nearly 500 Chicago 
children asked to “imagine the 
possibilities” make up this mural 
sponsored by Erikson, now installed 
in Fosco Park on the Near West 
Side. Donors supported the initiative 
by purchasing tiles for $100 each. 
Corinne Peterson, an artist with the 
Chicago Public Art Group, shaped 
the children’s artistic vision into a 
bright, beautiful, and lasting display 
of the world these children imagine  
for themselves.
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Patricia R. Walsh
Social Worker 
St. Vincent de Paul Center

Mary Laraia
Group Senior Vice President, 
Community and Sustainable 
Development,  LaSalle Bank

Mitchell J. Lederer
Partner 
Brand Capital, LLC

Jeff Shinall
Category Manager 
Crate & Barrel

Eve Tyree
Civic leader
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The Children’s Place Association has long provided child 
care, a residential center, and a host of vital services to 
children from birth to age five affected by HIV/AIDS and 
their families. Now, under Erikson’s guidance, the agency 
is getting involved even earlier, extending its services 
to pregnant women with HIV to help give their babies a 
healthier start in life.

Associate professor Zack Boukydis is training the 
association’s staff to provide prenatal home visits, case 
management, and group counseling. “The first goal is to 
provide support for mothers and help them stabilize their 
lives, so they have more access to health care and can 
be in the same place to take their medications every day,” 
he says. 

“The second aim is to see if, by helping the moms to 
take better care of themselves, we can prevent transmis-
sion of the virus to the baby. Many women are not aware 
that by keeping to their daily antiretroviral regime, they 
can dramatically reduce the chances of transmission.”

In June, a nurse and social worker began their first 
home visits to a caseload of 15 to 20 high-risk women. 
While other programs aimed at this population concentrate 
solely on the mother’s health, this project adds a unique 
focus on maternal attachment and child development.

Shaun Lane, chief program officer at the Children’s 
Place Association, says, “We really hope to enhance the 
relationship between mother and child. Through home 
visits we can increase parental knowledge and skills and 
reduce the isolation that many of these moms experience. 
All of this increases the prospect that their kids will reach 
school age ready to learn.” 

“The bottom line is, how stable can the mother be-
come? How does she find her way to become invested in 
and attached to her baby? What shape will the babies be 
in at birth?” Boukydis says. The evaluation protocol he 
developed will track progress and answer these ques-
tions. Ruchira Gulati, ’06, is helping him with the protocol, 
gaining some hands-on applied research experience.

 Children’s Place Association will continue home visits 
after birth until the children are up to two years old. After 
that, many of the children will attend its full-day child 
care center, allowing continuity of care from the prenatal 
period up to age five.

The Chicago Public Schools granted $140,000 to sup-
port the prenatal project. “That’s very much to the credit 
of people like [Erikson founder] Barbara Bowman,” Lane 
notes. Under Bowman’s leadership as chief early educa-
tion officer, CPS is backing some of the most innovative 
school readiness initiatives around. “It’s very farsighted 

of the schools to be supporting these 
early intervention initiatives through 
enhancement funding,” he says.

The prenatal project is just the latest step in a grow-
ing partnership with the association. Career services 
director Stephanie Bynum, ’02, first approached the 
agency to serve as an internship site. Soon she learned 
that association president Cathy Krieger was also look-
ing for expert clinical consultation on infant mental health 
and maternal-fetal attachment issues and needed some 
help with program evaluation. Boukydis, with extensive 
experience in neonatal assessment and in working with 
high-risk and substance-exposed infants and their fami-
lies, was the perfect match. 

“I can’t tell you what a qualitative difference Zack’s 
expertise makes,” Lane says. “It’s not just what he’s able 
to accomplish when he’s here on-site each week. Through 
the power of knowledge transfer, his contribution will run 
far beyond his presence here. We feel we are becoming 
a more sophisticated and effective provider of services 
because of this relationship, and we hope it will continue 
for a long, long time.”

Early intervention is always better— and prevention is best.
That’s the thinking behind Erikson’s efforts to develop a 
prenatal support program for HIV-positive mothers at the 
Children’s Place Association. 

   “We really hope to enhance the relationship 
 between mother and child.”

Faculty
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Boukydis Backing Outreach to Help HIV-Positive Moms Have Healthier Babies

Shaun Lane (top) sought the 
expertise of Erikson’s Zack 

Boukydis, who provides the 
training and consultation 
behind Traci Ouimette’s 
prenatal home visitation 
project at the Children’s 

Place Association.

To Be Born
HIV-Free

1%
The risk of transmitting HIV to 
babies can be reduced this low 
through prenatal intervention.

The Erikson Impact


