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List of Sections

Warm Up

PreLAS - Simon Says
PreLAS - Art Show
PPVT (Adapted)
Letter Naming
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I5urposes of the
NatienallReporting System

1. Pregram self-improvement

2. Targeting training and
technical assistance

3.Program monitoring and
accountability

Head Start Info Memo, 6/03
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Wwhat's Wrong
With the NRS anad

What Can We
Learn From It?




" Construct
Underrepresentation

The extent to which a test
falls to capture important

aspects of the construct it
IS Intended to measure.

(AERA/APA/NCME, 1999)




-

@onstruct
Underrepresentation

o The NRS,contains only 4 of 9 Language
Development indicators, 3 of 22 Literacy
Indictors, and 8 of 15 math indicators.

 Qverall, for just these three domains, the
NRS covers only 15 of 46 indicators—
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Eonstruct-Irrelevant

Variance
The extent to which test
scores are influenced by

factors that are irrelevant
to the constructs the test
IS Intended to measure.

(AERA/APA/NCME, 1999)




“Which one of these coins Is smaller in size
than the penny?”
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Oth'erProblems With

TIMEINRS
o Weena Vetljel oV ezl

slViggsurement-Driven
INStRECTION

e Test Administration

* |nadequate Spanish version
and minimal adaptation for
children with special needs







GAO Report (el 206)s)
What'the. GAG Found

“The Head Start Bureau has
not shown that the NRS ...
results are valid measures
of the learning that takes
place [In Head Start].”
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The NRS [EXQErNence

« Only 40% of the children were eager
to go with the tester in the spring

- Almost half of the testers reported
difficult behaviors persisting from

the fall

- One-quarter of the testers said that

test procedures were unnatural

- Half of the teacher-testers reported

children not doing as well as |
expected, especially on letter-naming
and vocabular
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Original Symature of Member

1107 CL INGRESS
18T SESSION
@ a
e

To reauthorize the Head Start Act, to improve program quality, 10 expand

ACLESS, and for other purposes.

e i

IN THE HOUSE OF l{lil’lili%liﬁl'l‘.\'l'l\'l*’..‘-‘-

Mr. KILDEE (for himself, Mr., GHORGE MinLeR of California, and Mr. Cas-
TLE) .lH'lI'Inllh'-'lll the l'--'|1n\\"1||51' bill; whieh was reforred 1o the (Commitiee

on
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A BILL

To reauthorize the Head Start Act, to Improve programn
quality, 10 expand access, and for other purposes.

1 Be il enacted by the Qenate and Houst of Repre senla-
2 fhives of the United Qtates of Ame pica in Clongress asse mbled,
3 SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.
4 This Act may be cited as the “Improving Head Start
5 Actof 20077,
6 SEC.2. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.
1 Section 636 of the Head atart Act (42 U.8.C. 9831)

8 is amended to read as follows:




“(5) SUSPENDED IMPLEMENTATION OF NA-

TIONAL REPORTING SYSTEM.—The Secretary shall

“(A) suspend implementation and termi-

nate further development and use of the Na-

tional Reporting System; and




“(6) SPECIAL RULE.—The use of assessment
items and data on any assessment authorized under
this subchapter by an agent or agents of the Federal
Government to provide rewards or sanctions for indi-
vidual children or teachers is prohibited. The See-

retary shall not use the results of a single assess-

ment as the sole or primary method for assessing

program cffectiveness or making grantee funding de-

terminations at the national, regional, or local level.




HIGIITSIakes
[ESTINETdEES not

prometelearning
nrearly: cnrdnood




SN atienalrReporting
SVYSIEMNIS alkey process
rEsianlisiiing a practical

gualiyzassurance system
[orrHead Start.”

Craig Ramey, Chair, NRS Technical
Work Group
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AV TBIBEREing to
orine to rlazie Sz sl
differant frorn WiEieye)r

ENGCOUIIERWRERVOU bUy a

Gali..

Cralg Ramey, Chair, NRS Technical
Work Group




HIRSGIigoIs were
aGLOTTES, AN erica
woeuldihave solved the

egucation propiem a
century ago.”

-- Malcolm Gladwell, The New Yorker




What'@an the NRS Teach
s Aboeut NCLB?

1L IHigh=stakes tests bring out the worst
IAFEeVeR/one.
2. Tests used for high-stakes change

whatisitaugnt.

3. High-stakes tests consume a huge
amount of resources.

4. Most high-stakes tests are misleading
In content and In conclusions.

5. High-stakes tests are used as proxies
for teacher quality and child learning.
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UnRderstanading
Lechnawitnin

COMEXL IS Key 1o

understanding the
child







