Standards anad
Assessments In
Early: Childiheoe

Samuel J. Meisels

ENKSERNRSHNE
smelsels@ernkson.edu




‘ | - - pna. — {:I'nr‘llHljd-T;f-:l'l‘Hi'h"l'ﬂ'tTh::ﬁ-
Maggie Brown, left, a kindergartner at Osborn Hill School in Fairfield, Conn., works on patterns with blocks,

No Time for Napping in Today’s Kindergarteﬁ;




Preschoolers can be thrown off their games by a
stomachache or an itchy shirt. Assessment can be
highly unreliable. And yet there itis. BY SUSAN BRENNA

N this era of testing and ac- 7 § tional and physical well-being of the
countability, preschool is G 3 children? I think the answer is both.”
the last frontier. Most pre- - & But it is much harder to develop a test
school educators are com- of social and emotional skills than to
ing to accept that with test how well children count, or if they
more states getting into the can match a vocabulary word to a pic-
business of educating 3- : = il §  ture, Mr. Bruner says.
and 4-year-olds, the political demands | 4,14 pedrick for The New York Times The most reliable tests of social
for accountability — for showing that and emotional abilities, he adds, are
preschools and kindergartens work — are inevitable. ones designed to diagnose developmental problems in
This means that children as young as 3 have to be ob- young children, and they are expensive and time-con-
served, evaluated and in some way tested. suming to administer. There are well-researched as-
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States Move Toward

Closer Scrutiny of

Preschools

Texas' system tracks

how well a program’s
alumni do when they
get to kindergarten.
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Our Goal

To focus on how standards
and assessments can be
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1 Program standaras

2. Content standards

3. Performance standards




Program Standards

o. Primarily. describe the form or
the structure o the: early.
chllldheod seiting:
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Content Standards

o Knowledge, skills, and
competencies children are
EXPECIEA 1) MASTEr.
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different-domains.




Content Standarad




Performance Standards

o Concrete examples of
competent, skilled;, o
KieWiedgeanlenenavior.
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Performance
Standarad




The critical iIssue
about stanadards In
early childhood Is not
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How! to Best Link
Stanaanais
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Observational
ASSessments







What Standards-Based
Observationall Assessments
Can Teach Us

o \What children are learning and
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Hoew! Do Standarads

andrASSsessments
Connactz




Work Sampling Illinois,

lllinois Early Learning Assessment

Development;] Guidelines
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Language Arts

STATE GOAL 1:

Read with understanding and fluency.

Llearning Standard A:
Apply word analysis and vocabulary skills to
comprehend selections.

BENCHMARKS
1.A.ECa Understand that pictures and symbols
have meaning and that print carries a message.

1.A.ECb Understand that reading progresses from
left to right and top to bottom.

1.A.ECc Identify labels and signs in the environment.

1.A.ECd Identify some letters, including those
in own name.

1.A.ECe Make some letter-sound matches.




Preschool 4:
“Galns Meaning by Listening”®

“ Language and Literacy

A Listening FWS

1 Gains meaning by listening. (. 5) Not Yet L] [][]
in Process ] 1]

Proficient L] [1[]

2 Follows two- or three-step directions. (p. 5) Not Yet LJLJL]
in Process [ [1[]

Proficient L1 [1[]

3 Demonstrates phonological awareness. (0.5  Not Yet LJLIL]
In Process [J[1[]

Proficient [_J [ ][]




Listening and Understanding
“Gains Meaning by Listening”

o, Has difficulty listening| te; picture
PEEKS O More than a few minuies: o
[egarndiess el thetype: oif text.
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Listening and Understanding
“Gains Meaning by Listening”

Listens e a picture heok fer apeub S -
10rmImutes at a time.:
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Listening and Understanding
“Gains Meaning by Listening”

o [LiStens to a varnety: of texts, such as
ielkifalry tales; contemperan/ fiction,
AUIMGIE PRENN SCIENCE and natle o more
aRpdOrminutes  ar atime:
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Ihe best way: to
evaluate a chlla’s
PEIeIMaNCE S 16
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Tihe pbest way: to
Improeve a chilid's
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Understanding the
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i this presentation Dr. Meisels mentions
several assessments. He Is an author of
one of them—the Work Sampling
Systeni—and a consultant te the: company.
that puklishes it, Pearsen Early Learming.

lihese assessments Will e cited soelely/ 1o
liustrate: the peInts raIsed intthe |ecilie;
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