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Why the Size of the Stair
 Matters in the Race to

 the Top 



Early Learning Begets  
Later Learning 
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The School-Readiness Gap 







How Do the  
Common Core  
State Standards 

Measure Up? 



     Why Standards Are
 Important for Early

 Childhood 

1.  Setting expectations and
 benchmarks 

2.  Creating a classroom curriculum 
3.  Conducting assessments 
4.  Establishing alignment 



Why the Common Core is a
 Problem for Early Childhood 

1.  Top down construction 
2.  Sky high expectations 
3.  Absence of non-cognitive domains 
4.  No link between standards,

 assessments, and curriculum 





Conclusions about Standards
 and Early Learning 

1.  Quality early education requires standards. 
2.  Standards are essential for assessment. 
3.  Top down standards distort early learning. 
4.  The level of difficulty and breadth of the

 domains is tied to the standards’ utility. 
9.  Standards should serve as benchmarks,  

 not thresholds. 




