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Webinar Learning Series: How to select appropriate 
technology for young children during the COVID-19 
Outbreak
Starting at 3:00 pm CST

While you are waiting for the webinar to start:
- Download Handout while you are waiting: 

bit.ly/tec0507
- Introduce yourself in the chat
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Webinar Logistics & Details

• Please use the chat and Q&A functions
• 30-40 minutes of presentation
• Opportunity for Q&A with TEC Center team and 

Common Sense at the end
• Recording and will share it with everyone who 

registered

Handout: bit.ly/tec0507

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YW4y-CEUl6u5tAEWrAn0dK5-1lLJ08TLTR7Ei9IGt7c/edit?usp=sharing
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About Technology in Early Childhood 
(TEC) Center at Erikson Institute
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Erikson Institute is a graduate school in child 

development, early education, and social work

– Summer Institute Professional Development 
– MSECE STEM Concentration Degree and 

Certificate programs
– Many other resources: SEL Initiative, 

Facilitating Attuned Interactions (FAN), Center 
for Children and Families



TEC Center | TECCenter.Erikson.edu |       @TEC_Center

Research Practice Leadership

Connecting theory, policy and research to practice
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At Common Sense, 
we're bringing 

together the best 
of media, technology, 

education, and advocacy
to build brighter futures 

for kids everywhere.
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POLL 1



   TEC Center | TECCenter.Erikson.edu |          @TEC_Center  

Webinar Agenda

• Overall Tips for Selecting Tech tools
• Child
• Content
• Context
• Resources from Common Sense
• Q&A
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Choose Technology Tools Intentionally
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Overall Tips for Selecting Tech Tools

• Ask colleagues, friends, etc.
• Refer to evaluation resources which we will 

provide at the end!
• Try it out! Play and intentionally make mistakes
• Does it support and extend learning?
• Consider the child, content, and context
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3 C’s Matter (Guernsey, 2009)

Child Content Context
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Child Considerations
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Student Considerations

• Age
• Cognitive abilities
• Sensory sensitivities
• Physical abilities
• Language
• Experience with 

technology
• Individual interests

 Screenshot from PBS Play & Learn Science
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Content Considerations
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Content

Math app: Gracie and Friends Lemonade National Geographic Kids Website
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Content Features to Keep in Mind

• Sound effects
• Distractions
• Length of time & easy 

stopping points
• Representation and 

accuracy
Screenshots from Crazy 

Gears and PBS
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Context Considerations
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Context

• Be aware of choosing 
content that requires 
caregiver 
involvement/engagement

• Encourage students to use 
headphones to minimize 
background noise 
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POLL 2



Common Sense Education
Overview

24



Empowering 
teachers and students 
to harness the power 
of technology for 
learning and life

EDUCATE



EdTech Reviews, 
Resources, and 
Privacy
In-depth editorial reviews of top 

educational digital products

https://www.commonsense.org/education/


www.commonsense.org/education 
Shareable with attribution for noncommercial use. Remixing is permitted.

Learning Apps for Kindergarten

English/Language Arts

● Khan Academy Kids
● Epic!
● Poio
● Lexi's World

Math

● Khan Academy Kids
● Zearn
● Gracie & Friends 

Lemonade Stand

Exploration & 
Creativity 

● PBS Kids
● NatGeo Kids
● Toontastic 3D
● Picture Dots

https://learn.khanacademy.org/khan-academy-kids/
https://www.getepic.com/learn/freeremotestudentaccess/
https://poio.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1434971401
https://learn.khanacademy.org/khan-academy-kids/
http://zearn
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/gracie-friends-lemonade-stand/id948483377
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/gracie-friends-lemonade-stand/id948483377
https://pbskids.org/
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/
https://toontastic.withgoogle.com/
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id1225538365


www.commonsense.org/education 
Shareable with attribution for noncommercial use. Remixing is permitted.

Epic!

https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/epic-kids-books-and-videos
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q5gGbiahfog


www.commonsense.org/education 
Shareable with attribution for noncommercial use. Remixing is permitted.

Khan Academy Kids

https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/khan-academy-kids
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4vKQmrnnRmQ


www.commonsense.org/education 
Shareable with attribution for noncommercial use. Remixing is permitted.

Toontastic 3D

https://www.commonsense.org/education/app/toontastic-3d
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c0I58rFe18Q


www.commonsense.org/education 
Shareable with attribution for noncommercial use. Remixing is permitted.

https://wideopenschool.org/
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Specific Recommendations and Resources

Wide Open School

Top Tools by Grade and Subject

Free Distance Learning Plans for K–2 Students 
and Their Families

Tech Balance Texting Program for Parents

https://wideopenschool.org/
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/top-tools-by-grade-and-subject-for-learning-during-school-closures
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/free-distance-learning-plans-for-k-2-students-and-their-families
https://www.commonsense.org/education/articles/free-distance-learning-plans-for-k-2-students-and-their-families
http://www.commonsense.org/TechBalance


All bilingual marketing assets available for 
your schools and orgs to promote! 
www.CommonSense.org/TechBalance

http://www.commonsense.org/TechBalance


Relevant content during the coronavirus
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Please fill out Google Form: 
https://forms.gle/UoXdwG5ipsrqeL6s
6
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Q&A
Handout: bit.ly/tec0507

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YW4y-CEUl6u5tAEWrAn0dK5-1lLJ08TLTR7Ei9IGt7c/edit?usp=sharing
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Jenna Herdzina, MS
Program Manager

jherdzina@erikson.edu

Alexis Lauricella, PhD
Director

alauricella@erikson.edu

Thank you! Stay tuned for our next webinar! 


