
Every child deserves a high-quality early care and education experience. 

Quality depends on the professional knowledge, skills, and practice of teachers. 

Early childhood teachers work in various types of settings with children from birth to five years of age and 

have varied educational backgrounds. These early care and education settings include child care centers, 

family child care homes, and Head Start and pre-kindergarten classrooms. Young children who attend high-

quality early childhood programs with well-prepared teachers are more likely to become productive and 

engaged citizens.

jobs well. Teachers in high-quality early childhood 

programs:

• Promote children’s development and learning so 

they can work and play well with others.

• Have sound knowledge of content areas and are 

able to provide children experiences that help them 

learn and be ready for school.

• Have the core knowledge and skills to use effective 

teaching and assessment strategies.

• Engage in supportive and stimulating interactions 

with children to push their thinking and motivation 

to learn.

• Build positive relationships with children, families, 

and communities.

• Engage in ongoing education and training to gain 

new skills and knowledge.

What can we as a nation do to ensure every 
young child has a teacher that supports her/

his development and learning?

 Investments in early care and education must 

ensure that:

• All young children have access to early childhood 

teachers who know and use effective teaching prac-

tices.

Why are knowledgeable and well-prepared 

early childhood teachers important?

 Early childhood teachers must be knowledgeable 

and well prepared to have long-lasting positive 

effects on educational achievement, economic pro-

ductivity, and social responsibility, as well as a 

significant return on investment. Early childhood 

programs with knowledgeable and well-prepared 

teachers lead to:

• Better educational outcomes, including enhanced 

school readiness and academic performance from 

elementary school through college, and reduced 

need for remedial education and special services.

• Less criminal activity and substance abuse.

• Higher earnings in adulthood.

• Strong returns on our investments. For every dol-

lar spent on high-quality early care and education, 

taxpayers save between $6 and $12 because of the 

reduced need for academic, welfare, and criminal 

justice services.

What should early childhood teachers know 
and be able to do?

We must ensure that our nation’s children and 

their families have access to early childhood teach-

ers who have the knowledge and skills to do their 
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• All early childhood programs adhere to high-qual-

ity program standards including those for teacher 

qualifications and practice.

• All early childhood programs provide supports 

for teachers in their efforts to enhance children’s 

development and learning.

• All early childhood teachers have access to afford-

able and effective education and training, includ-

ing higher education and research-informed 

training.

• All early childhood teachers are fairly compen-

sated. 

About the committment

In 2012, Erikson and the Child Care Services 

Association, along with their partners, com-

mitted through the Clinton Global Initiative to 

increase public understanding of early childhood 

teachers’ critical role in helping ensure a young 

child’s future success in school and in life. Learn 

more about the commitment at http://get.cgilink.

org/v/c/800488. 

Jana Fleming, executive director of Erikson’s Herr 

Research Center for Children and Social Policy, 

co-chairs this effort with Sue Russell, president of 

the Child Care Services Association. 

Partners include: 

• National Association for the Education of Young 
Children (NAEYC)

• HighScope Educational Research Foundation

• American Federation of Teachers

• Military Child Education Coalition

• Teachstone

• Hopkins House

• Max M. and Marjorie S. Fisher Foundation

About the Clinton Global Initiative

Established in 2005 by President Bill Clinton, 

the Clinton Global Initiative (CGI) convenes 

global leaders to create and implement innova-

tive solutions to the world’s most pressing chal-

lenges. 

CGI Annual Meetings have brought together 

more than 150 heads of state, 20 Nobel Prize 

laureates, and hundreds of leading CEOs, heads 

of foundations and NGOs, major philanthropists, 

and members of the media. 

To date, CGI members have made more than 

2,100 commitments, which are already improv-

ing the lives of nearly 400 million people in 

more than 180 countries. When fully funded and 

implemented, these commitments will be valued 

at $69.2 billion. For more information, visit  

clintonglobalinitiative.org.

For additional information

Contact Jana Fleming at (312) 893-7242 or   

janafleming@erikson.edu.

Herr Research Center for Children and  

Social Policy at Erikson Institute

The Herr Research Center brings together 

perspectives from policy and research to promote 

the well-being of young children from birth to age 

eight and their families. Learn more at www.hrc.

erikson.edu. 
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